History 201: Historical Methodologies 
(Topic for Fall, 2008: The French Revolution)

Prof. Cotts







cottsjd@whitman.edu

Office: Olin E207






526-4789

Office Hours:  M Th 2:00-3:30, W 1:30-2:30 (Fridays by appointment)

This course is the History Department’s introduction to the methods and tools that historians use to practice history.  You will demonstrate your skill at using them by researching and writing s major research paper on a historical topic of your choice.  As a class we will approach the necessary steps in the research and writing processes together, and gradually put together the building blocks of a successful paper.


Our group reading for the semester will discuss the French Revolution and it importance to a general understanding of modern European history.  We will explore how various historians have used various interpretive frameworks in the analysis of the Revolution in order to acquire a wide background in historiographical methodologies.  

Required Texts:

· John Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction
· William Doyle, The French Revolution: A very Short Introduction (Oxford)
· William Story, Writing History: A Guide for Students (Oxford)
· Lunn Hunt, Politics , Class, and Culture in the French Revolution (University of California Press)

· Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (Chicago)
Course Requirements:

· Attendance and participation. You are expected to attend all class meetings and to participate vigorously, insightfully, and respectfully in class discussions.   Discussion will be the primary teaching format for the course.  Note that non-attendance is grounds for failing the course.  Occasionally absences are necessary because of health- or family related emergencies.  If you must miss class because of such an emergency, please have the office of the Dean of Students contact the instructor. 

· Class meeting preparation.  For each class meeting, you should prepare a typed sheet including the following:

· A question on the historical facts, events or phenomena surrounding the one or more of the secondary sources for that day.

· A question on a point of comprehension regarding one of the secondary sources

· A comment of your own (three-four sentences) regarding the significance of the source to you as an historian.

· Writing.  The writing component of this course consists of a series of assignments, all of which lead ultimately to the composition of your research paper.  These include analyses of a scholarly article, a book and a primary source; an annotated bibliography and a historiographical essay.  There will be separate assignment sheets for each stage in the process.
Grading:

Discussion 


15%

Class meeting preparation
10% (in aggregate)
Article Analysis


10%

Book Analysis


10%

Historiographical Essay

15%

Annotated Bibliography

10%

Research Paper


30%


Schedule of class meetings and readings
January 19
Week One: Introduction to the course and the history of history
Reading
· Arnold, Chapters 1-3

January 26  
Week Two: Introduction to the French Revolution; first thoughts about research

Reading
· Doyle (entire)
· Storey, chapters 1 and 2
Begin thinking about your research topic! Also, identify a journal article for your article analysis project.
February 2
Week Three: Marxism and the interpretation of the Revolution
Reading

· Eric Hobsbawm, “What do Historians Owe to Karl Marx?” and “Karl Marx and History,” in On History (New York: New Press, 1997), 141-70 (through CLEo)

· Georges Lefebvre, The Coming of the French Revolution, trans. R. R. Palmer (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1989)
***Research proposal due***

***Journal article for article analysis project must be identified; submit the full reference to Cotts by email before class, and be prepared to talk about the journal from which it is taken to your colleagues***
February 9
Week Four: Revisionisms in Practice and in Theory
Reading
· George V. Taylor, “Non-Capitalist Wealth Creation and the Origins of the French Revolution,” American Historical Review 72 (1967): 469-96 (available at www.jstor.org) 
· Francois Furet, “Interpreting the French Revolution,” in The French Revolution: The Essential Readings, ed. Ronald Schechter (Malden, MA and Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 2001), 31-51 (through CLEo)
February 16
Week Five: Social History
Reading
· William H. Sewell, Jr., “Whatever Happened to the ‘Social’ in Social History?” in Joan W. Scott and Debra Keates, eds., Schools of Thought: Twenty-Five Years of Interpretive Social Science (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001), 209-26 (through CLEo)
(Continued)

· “The Causes of the Revolt in the Vendée of 1793,” in The French Revolution: Conflicting Interpretations, ed. Frank A. Kafker, James M. Laux and Darlene Gay Levy, 5th ed. (New York: Random House,  2002), 155-85
· Storey, chapter 3
***Article Analysis Due***
February 23
Week Six: Primary Sources and the French Revolution

Reading
· Complete list of sources TBA (documents will be placed on CLEo)

· Storey, chapter 4

***Bring a primary source relevant to your topic to the class***
March 2
Week Seven: Women, Gender, and the Revolution
Reading
· Joan Wallach Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” American Historical Review 91 (1986): 1053-75 (through www.jstor.org) 
· Carla Hesse, “The Cultural Contradictions of Feminism in the French Revolution,” in Colin Jones and Dror Wahrman, eds., The Age of Cultural Revolutions (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002), pp. 190-202
***Identify book for book analysis project***
March 9         Week Eight: Intellectual History

Reading
· Robert Darnton, The Literary Underground of the Old Regime (Cambridge, MA, and London: Harvard University Press, 1982), 1-40
· Keith Michael Baker, “On the Problem of the Ideological Origins of the French Revolution,” in The French Revolution: The Essential Readings, 52-74 (through CLEo)
March 16, 23
Weeks Nine and Ten: No class
March 30
Week Eleven: The “New Cultural History”

Reading
· Victoria Bonnell and Lynn Hunt, “Introduction,” in Beyond the Cultural Turn: New Directions in the Study of Society and Culture, ed. Bonnell and Hunt (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1999), 1-32
· Hunt, Politics, Culture, and Class, Part I
· Storey, chapter 5
*** April 2: Book Analysis Due***
April 6
Week Twelve: No Class (Whitman Undergraduate Conference)
April 13
Week Thirteen: Culture, Symbols, and Revolution
Reading
· Hunt, Politics, Culture, and Class, Part II, Conclusion, and Appendices

· Storey, chapter 6
***April 16: Historiographical Essay Due***
April 20
Week Fourteen: Comparative History

Reading
· Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution (New York: Vintage Books, 1965), 1-66, 176-204, 237-64 (through CLEo)
***April 23: Annotated Bibliography Due***
April 27
Week Fifteen: The Revolution and (post-) Colonialism
Reading
· David Geggus, “Racial Equality, Slavery and Colonial Succession during the Constituent Assembly,” American Historian Review, 94 (1989): 1290-1308 (through www.jstor.org) 
· David Brion Davis, “Impact of the French and Haitian Revolutions,” in The Impact of the Haitian Revolution in the Atlantic World, ed. David P. Geggus (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 2001), 3-9 (through CLEo)
· Seymour Drescher, “The Limits of Example,” in The Impact of the Haitian Revolution, 10-14

· Robin Blackburn, “The Force of Example,” in The Impact of the Haitian Revolution, 15-20

***April 30: Post complete outline of paper to CLEo for colleagues to read***
May 4

Writing Workshop

Reading

· Colleagues’ outlines

· Storey, chapters 7-10

***Introduction to research paper due in class!***
May 11 
Week Seventeen: Legacies
Reading
· Hannah Arendt, On Revolution (New York: Viking Press, 1963), 1-52 (through CLEo)
· Albert Soboul, “The French Revolution and the Modern World,” in The French Revolution, 1787-1799, trans. Alan Forrest and Colin Jones (New York: Random House, 1974), 3-19
· Arnold, chapters 6 and 7
Roundtable about the writing process
***Write, write, write!***
FINAL PAPER DUE by May 18 at noon
